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ine warfare by which the Germans still hoped to secure the ultimate 
victory which they had not succeeded in gaining on land, was brought 
into effect on February 1. Ten vessels were sunk on that day. 
During the course of the year, one British and one Russian battleship, 
several British cruisers, destroyers, hospital ships, troop ships and a 
very large number of merchantmen were, sunk by them. An immense 
number of small armed vessels of various descriptions was constantly 
engaged in detecting and hunting them down and many were des
troyed, although the particulars of their actual destruction were not 
made public. One German surface cruiser succeeded in returning 
to her base after destroying several vessels. On May 12 a British 
squadron bombarded Zeebrugge and another bombarded the docks 
and harbour of Ostend on September 22. Two German destroyers 
were sunk on April 21 in an unsuccessful raid against Dover. A 
German submarine shelled Scarborough on September 4 and evaded 
pursuit. 

THE ENTRY INTO THE WAR OF THE UNITED STATES, 1917. 

The announcement by the German Government of the adoption 
of unrestricted submarine warfare on February 1, caused an immediate 
crisis in its relations with the United States. The German Ambassa
dor was given his passports next day. All diplomatic relations were 
severed, and the President addressed the Congress on the situation 
with convincing force. On April 6 Congress formally adopted a 
resolution declaring the existence of war with Germany. The ports 
of the United States were thrown open to the allied fleets and the 
naval forces of the country placed upon a war footing. All interned 
German ships were seized. On April 14 Congress voted a war 
credit of seven billions of dollars and authorized loans of three billions 
to the allied nations. An act for raising troops by a select draft 
was passed and received the President's signature on May 18, by which 
all men between the ages of twenty-one and thirty were required 
to register by June 5. Arrangements were immediately made for 
recruiting and training a million of men and great camps for their 
accommodation were swiftly formed. The visit of British and French 
missions resulted in a declaration that a division of the regular army 
would be sent to France at an early date. The safe arrival of these 
troops was announced on June 22. Other contingents followed in 
rapid succession, and the movement of troops belonging to the 
National Guard began on October 15, and continued during the 
remainder of the year. Some battalions of United States infantry 
entered the French front-line trenches for training about the end of 
October. Their first casualties were reported to have occurred in 
an attack by German "shock-troops" on November 3. 

PARTICIPATION OF THE BRITISH OVERSEAS DOMINIONS 
AND COLONIES, 1917. 

Hitherto the four divisions of the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force serving in the field had been maintained at full strength by 
voluntary enlistment without much difficulty. Recruiting declined, 
and early in the year it became evident that the maintenance of the 


